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COVID-19 
   
On June 18, the CA DFW issued the 
following notice about its approach 
to the second round of COVID-19 fis-
heries assistance - Spend Plan Over-
view (mcusercontent.com) 

NORTH PACIFIC ALBACORE – MA-
NAGEMENT STRATEGY EVALUATI-
ON (“MSE”) 

NMFS submitted a brief overview of 
the June 1 meeting to the Pacific Fis-
hery Management Council in June. 
See here 

UN INTERGOVERNMENTAL CONFE-
RENCE ON MARINE BIODIVERSITY 

OF AREAS BEYOND NATIONAL JU-
RISDICTION – ABNJ/BBNJ 

The Fourth Session of the Conferen-
ce has been rescheduled to “early 
next year”. 

DOMESTIC MANAGEMENT – PFMC

Council appointments were an-
nounced on June 28. Christa was re-
appointed as an Oregon Represen-
tative. Bob Dooley was reappointed 
as a California Representative. Corey 
Ridings, Ocean Conservancy, was 
appointed as a California Represen-
tative.

The June PFMC meeting did have 

some discussions centered on the 
albacore fishery. The HMSAS offe-
red the following comments on the 
NMFS overview of the June 1 Stake-
holder Meeting (see pages 2 – 3 of 
F.2.b Supp HMSAS Report 1 June 
2021 (pcouncil.org). The Council took 
no formal action; but agreed with in-
dustry’s assessment that holding off 
on making any management pro-
posals until next year is appropriate.

The PFMC also created an Ad Hoc 
Marine Planning Committee to 
gather industry and stakeholder in-
put and advice on Marine Planning 
(Offshore Wind and Aquaculture). 
AAFA will have representation on 
this Committee.
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AAFA seeks to ensure responsible fishery management 
practices and the participation of vital fishing com-
munities. It supports education regarding responsible 
fishing methods and promotes the health benefits of 
tuna consumption along with environmental benefits 
of sustainable fishery practices.

AMERICAN ALBACORE FISHING ASSOCIATION

4364 Bonita Rd Box 311 Bonita, CA. 91902     

P (619) 941-2307  |  F (619) 863-5046
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https://www.facebook.com/americanalbacore
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCq9D8ejiYYvYqA2YsO6AJ_w
https://twitter.com/aafafishing
https://mcusercontent.com/2c695eafe7204e3489254adb5/files/801071db-c07e-f931-f1e9-423d5f943204/CA_Consolidated_Appropriations_Act_2021_Summary_210618.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1s5AASwNyuav2FK1KkPTcFcvE7x4RyM3An4OyfJjX8gtA_7u2b0bdU3B4
https://mcusercontent.com/2c695eafe7204e3489254adb5/files/801071db-c07e-f931-f1e9-423d5f943204/CA_Consolidated_Appropriations_Act_2021_Summary_210618.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1s5AASwNyuav2FK1KkPTcFcvE7x4RyM3An4OyfJjX8gtA_7u2b0bdU3B4
https://www.pcouncil.org/documents/2021/06/f- 2-b-supplemental-nmfs-report-2-nmfs-report-on-international-management-activities.pdf/.
https://www.pcouncil.org/documents/2021/06/f-2-b-supplemental-hmsas-report-1.pdf/
https://www.pcouncil.org/documents/2021/06/f-2-b-supplemental-hmsas-report-1.pdf/
https://www.instagram.com/americanalbacore/
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Consultant Reporting: 
Mike Conroy - Continued

WIND FARMS OFF THE CALIFORNIA COAST

AAFA participated in the June 21 California Energy Com-
mission Webinar and will be in attendance at the BO-
EM-California Intergovernmental Task Force Meeting 
(July 13); and (2) A two-day (July 22nd and 23rd) PFMC 
meeting covering marine planning and offshore devel-
opment.

Based on the June 21 Webinar, we are expecting lease 
sales off Morro Bay and Humboldt next summer. Note 
– lease sales do not mean steel will be immediately pla-
ced in the water; but it does start the final part of the 
process; and as we are seeing elsewhere in the US – the 
process is developing very quickly.

OFFSHORE RENEWABLES OFF THE OREGON COAST
 
OR 3375, was signed into law by the Oregon Governor 
on June 23rd.

OFFSHORE RENEWABLES OFF THE WASHINGTON 
COAST 
 
On Friday, May 29, we heard that a developer was pro-
posing for a 102 square mile offshore wind project off 

Grays Harbor. Intel we have been able to gather indi-
cates the industrial wind factory will be located 15 – 25 
miles offshore.

OTHER ITEMS WHICH AROSE PREVIOUSLY & 
CONTINUED THROUGH MAY 31, 2021.

•  Construction began on the offshore wave energy test 
facility in early June. See here (msn.com)

• On June 8, the Ocean-Based Climate Solutions Act was 
introduced. As you will recall, this was introduced last 
fall; but failed to move. The new version does NOT inclu-
de the prior version’s Title II, which would have banned 
commercial extractive activities in at least 30% of the 
Nation’s waters. We are continuing to digest the langu-
age of the 290-page bill.

• On June 11, the USCG issued a Marine Safety Informa-
tion Bulletin which noted that mask wearing in outdo-
or areas of maritime transportation conveyances and 
hubs is no longer required. This MSIB reflects updated 
enforcement of the mask requirement for commercial 
vessels and maritime transportation hubs. It would be a 
good idea to have this available (a hard copy or the file 
itself) in case you are boarded by USCG and they are not 
aware of this MSIB.

• National Fisherman published an article entitled Paci-
fic albacore: Trollers look for restaurants to revive fresh 
prices. It can be accessed here

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Downloads/MeasureDocument/HB3375/Enrolled
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/construction-on-first-of-its-kind-wave-energy-test-facility-starts-off-oregon-coast/ar-AAKEzZT
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Portals/9/DCO%20Documents/5p/MSIB/2021/MSIB%2002-21%20ch2%20%20Mask%20Requirement%206.11.21_final.pdf?ver=N7QLcNJNVMqTvyitCSyALA%3d%3d&timestamp=1623429516476
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Portals/9/DCO%20Documents/5p/MSIB/2021/MSIB%2002-21%20ch2%20%20Mask%20Requirement%206.11.21_final.pdf?ver=N7QLcNJNVMqTvyitCSyALA%3d%3d&timestamp=1623429516476
https://www.nationalfisherman.com/west-coast-pacific/pacific-albacore-trollers-look-for-restaurants-to-revive-fresh-prices


v

WE NEED YOUR PHOTOS!

We use your photos for social media, 
these newsletters, the website, and more. If 
you take any high-resolution photos 
(or videos) of albacore tuna, you in action, 
or your boats please send them to us at:
tunamedia@americanalbacore.com
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UPDATES & INITIATIVES MAIGHREAD THOMAS                             

SOCIAL MEDIA REPORT 

“ONE BY ONE”, “POLE AND LINE”, “LOW IMPACT TO 
OTHER SPECIES” “ARTISANAL METHOD OF FISHING”

We continue to increase our presence on social media, le-
veraging our social media platforms driving our message 
above.  When we began our social media campaign mid 
May, we had 25 followers on FB, we now have 80, Insta-
gram 320, now 331.  Many of us ”like” posts that we see. 
Please also share using one of our hashtags #aafa 
#protectusfishermen #protectcoastalcommunities 
#eatseafood

Our posts reached 17,853 people for the month of June 
which was up 42% (May 12,298).  The more we like and 
share, the more we grow our presence.  Thank you for 
playing a role in our social media platforms, we cannot do 
it without our AAFA membership. Follow the AAFA page 
on FB.

Private Labeled Canned Tuna within our AAFA family
In June we featured two private labels from our AAFA fa-
mily:  F/V “Fishpatrick Roelle”. ”Fishpatricks” can be orde-
red on their website: www.fishpatricks.com.  if you have 
friends who want to purchase responsibly caught tuna 

by our AAFA fleet then Patrick Roelle’s is a strong option.

Also featured was “Wild Albacore Tuna” canned by F/V 
Captain Banjo.  Skip McMaster who sits on our AAFA Bo-
ard and Jake McMaster who sits on AAFA PMA also pri-
vately can their responsibly caught tuna. “Wild Albacore 
Tuna” can be purchased by messaging F/V Captain Banjo 
Facebook page

I know as wives of albacore tuna fisherman we get many 
requests for canned tuna, we cannot keep up, so “Fishpa-
tricks” and “Wild Albacore Tuna” can be a great option.  
More canned tuna will be featured in July.

A Day in the Life of a Fisherman Series
The month of June we featured our well liked and loved: 
Captain Jack Vantress and his son Ryan Vantress on the 
F/V Seawind in a you tube video presenting the method 
of “trolling” “hook and line” albacore tuna, to help educate 
our consumers on this particular method of fishing.  We 
all know how Seaspiracy sadly represented “ALL” fisher-
men, as ripping up the ocean floor, and over fishing which 
was an unfair and inaccurate depiction of our methods.  
This you tube production video will assist in educating 
our consumers on our “one by one” “hook and line”.  We 
already have a 1,000 views on you tube:-). 

Website
Our website is currently under construction, it should be 
back up and running by end of this week.

UPCOMING MEETINGS  AS OF 6/30

JULY 13: 
BOEM CALIFORNIA INTERGOVERN-
MENTAL RENEWABLE ENERGY TASK 
FORCE WEBINAR 
(REGISTER HERE)

JULY 22-23: 
PFMC MEETING COVERING MARINE 
PLANNING AND OFFSHORE 
DEVELOPMENT.
(SEE HERE)

SEPTEMBER 8-15: 
PFMC MEETING TO BE HELD VIA 
WEBINAR

- Mike Conroy

mailto:tunamedia@americanalbacore.com
http://www.fishpatricks.com
https://kearnswest.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_oBsOpaAuTWWKxrM2UCcKOg
https://www.pcouncil.org/events/council-to-hold-marine-planning-and-offshore-development-planning-online-meeting-july-22-23-2021/

